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Almost wherever I have been on this tour, the Leisure
cultivator has asserted that he has no leisure for any-
thing but cultivating his land. As this is a tract
entirely dependent upon rain, and therefore not sus-
ceptible of very intensive cultivation, I thought it
might be an exception. But no: they said that owing to
the scarcity they spent all the morning till midday
getting fodder for their cattle. They go to the hills and
lop the branches of the trees there, and in the afternoon
chop them up and feed the cattle. And even if there
were no scarcity, they said they would be busy plough-
ing, levelling, and embanking, and preparing to sow
melons, onions, and tobacco. 'The person who sits on
a charpoy gets into debt and becomes a badmash/r
When I mentioned Mr. Gandhi's idea, they said it was
good; but cotton was now very dear, and they could not
afford to buy it. Also, the clothes got in the bazaar were
cheaper than those made at home, and though the latter
lasted twice as long, they could not afford the extra cost.

Labour was now a difficulty, since so many sought Wages,
service with the cement company at Wah (13 miles Clothes,
away) and the Attock Oil Company at Khaur.   Even ******
so, they did not pay their labourers more than Rs.3    rmy
a month, plus the usual two meals and suit of clothes.
One present said he paid only Rs.2/8.    Of the eight
tenants present only one said he owned more than one
suit of clothes, and he had been in the army. He fully
endorsed all I was told about the army a few days ago,2
claiming only that most enlisted from keenness rather
than hunger. I asked him how he liked village fare after
military rations: he admitted that here there was a little
more hardship (taklif).

The diet of this village is distinctly superior to that Food,
of the other villages seen, mainly because there are
fifteefc or sixteen wells and vegetables can be grown.
All, too, keep a few poultry; no one, howevers more
than eleven, for they cannot afford to feed a large

* Bad character.                                           3 p. 298.